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Voters will decide
County Council’s
job description

u Nov. 7 ballot question will ask whether the jobs are full time

County Council membiers decid-

ed Tuesday to let voters determine
whether their jobs should he consid-
ered full time,

The council agresd 6-3 to place
a change on the Nov. 7 balloi that
that would define council mem-
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bers' jobs as full time in the coun-
ty‘schmm-

The amendrent, recomimended
by the county's Charter Review Com-
mission, would net prohibit ﬂulmq'l

from being

New laws passed
In other business Tuesday, the

use eye profection or awlrdnnm

ng bans off-roed vehicles on
eoumty or private property withour the
permission and prohibits operating
such vehicles on private property
before 7 am. or after Bjpm. falso pro-
hibizs riders younger than 16 without
athlt Penalties inchide

for otherwork.bul nbnusslo the:
forefront whether a candidate’s out-
side employinent interfares with his
or her commcil work.

Council b are

fines from $50 to $500 and seizaire of
the vehicle, It requires sellers of the
vehucles to bnfirm buyers of thi Lo
l"he hw does not apply to vehices
1 for farm use. The r‘u(rnrﬂ

paid
$79,721 annually; the council presi-
dent eamns almost 58,000 more.

They have sald that thelr pay is
s high for professional wadk in the
scounty, that work 40 hours or
mom on coundl business and that
that makes it difficult to hold aneth-
ef ok,

Three of four al-large members
MNancy M. Floreen of Garrett Park,
Steven A, Silverman of Sdver Spr
and Michael L Subin of Gaithers-
burg opposed putiing the guestion
on the ballot. Subin, who has a busy
Taw practice, has said he believes that
experience gained in an muside job
brings &n important perspective to
the council.

Also, the counell agreed not fo
reject a sion by County Execu-
tive Douglss M. Duncan {I) to
mowve the Board of License Commis-
sioners, which ficenses retailers and
enforces the county’s liquor laws,
under the Department of Liquor
Control , which holds a monopaly
on wholesale liquor sales in the
county and operates some retail
liquar stores.

Police will take over complance
checks at Hguor stores,

The Hquor board’s executive
director, Dennis Theoharis, said the
mave will imp
ting the lmani'ﬁ mﬂ‘z Fr‘;‘e
deparment, Still, the board will
Tetam its independence, Theoharis
said,

Council President George L. Lev-
enthal said he is worried about put-
ting so mtch power in one place.

" "For the most part when | hear
abeut the county’s liquor menapoly,
it is i positive, ... 1 don't think the
public will [mm.hiy greet what niﬂ
he percelved as a strength
the county’s liguor mon " said
Leventhal [D—“j\.l large) Dvgdl};knm
Fark.

Perez said il seems unwise 1o
undertake a reorganization with the

+ neministration changing doedour

moniks

riding range for off-road vehicles ml.
pubslic land in the county.

- d aliowing homeowners
to aam or it to the exteri-
or of a one-family house as bong as it ks
1|nmoied and open and does not

ign specification

in state and county code, The change
relieves mers from going to e
Board of Appeals for & variance.

sApproved a property fax exemp-
thom for nonprofit swim clubs whese
members say thelr surdval is threat-
ened by steep rises in their property
assesstments and, in some cases,
decliving memberships as more
Tamilies cannot afford the fees.

Tax credits

On Monday county officlals said
as enarry as 30,000 tugayers could be
eligible for a Homeowners Property
Tax Credit, which could ease the bur-
den on homeowners whose property

-~ values have risen faster than their

Incomes,

Too e eligibile, & taxparyer's house-
hoid income must not exceed
360,000 a year and assets, excluding
the home and retitement sccounts,
st be less then $200,000.

Last year (when the income Fmit
was $55,000) about 5,100 tegpayers
claimed the credit, which averaged
almost $50.

This year the setion. of
the L.md]l is e G::Ttg( average
about §750, butdt!utal credit is set

On Tuesday the council intro-
duced a bill that would sutomatical-
Iy give residents who are 70 ar older
an additional credit equal to 25 per-
cent of the Homeowners Property
Tax Cradit.

The council s &1 tn meet again
g, | befgre taking its lateunmer
repessthioy ghiepl: Iy
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